Dive FIJI
Aboard The Naia
April 30 to May 10

Experience The World Best Diving
On One Of The WorldOs Best
Liveaboards




Trip Cost $ 6295

Includina Airafare from LAX
"#$%&1 ()

NAI'A has set new standards of live-aboard diving  EESESS
luxury in every way, especially in comfort and
service. Designed by renowned marine architect,
W. de Vries Lentsch, and built by skilled Dutch
craftsmen, NAI'A was completely refitted in 1993
and again in 2000 and 2010 with the latest
technology and facilities specific to the needs
discerning dive travelers. This extremely spacious
ship provides for 18 guests (maximum) with all
the creature comforts of a quality land-based
resort - including hot showers and cool
staterooms - but with superior diving and a new

view every day! NAI'A's sophisticated sailing rig

affords her the range, comfort and stability of a

the serious diver will appreciate the

true expeditionary vessel. Her large, diver-savvy thoughtful lay-out of her roomy dive deck

Fijian crew is world-famous for their dedicated _ _
complete with a dedicated dry camera and
service, kava-inspired music and can-do attitude _ _ S
. video room to suit the most discriminating
that makes for great flexibility as well as a great
iimel photographers. Delicious and beautifully

prepared meals of locally grown produce and

DESIGNED EOR DISCERNING DIVERS meats and fresh fish await the hungry diver
ith idel [ f delight
NAI'A's impressive layout, custom built for with a widely varied parade of delights

: . _ served from the galley of our chefs. Truly the
live-aboard diving, sports accommodations
. . : core of the NAI'A family is her Fijian crew,
for 18 passengers in 9 spacious, air-
. . : . ten of the friendliest and most able sailors
conditioned staterooms with private ensuite
: : . anywhere. Book a charter with us and you
heads. While the main salon above decks is y y
: . will agree; NAI'A stands head and shoulders
perhaps her most eye-catching feature, with

: : above the rest.
the golden grains of native Fijian hardwoods,



WHERE IS FIJI'S FINEST
SCUBA DIVING

Central Fiji has the best diving, no doubt
about it. This "NAI'A Triangle" of Lomaiviti,
Bligh Water and Namena is the focus of our
regular itineraries, covering about 500
nautical miles. NAI'A has journeyed
throughout Fiji, in all directions and to every
corner of the country's boundaries -- and
beyond. We've found beautiful sites and
dramatic attractions in every region and we
still explore new places. But the central region
has proved the most consistent in the quality
and health of terrains, animals and
conditions. Lomaiviti's coral reefs and islands
are Fiji's most dynamic and varied: voracious

sharks to vibrant soft corals

Fiji's coral reef system is a complex web of
barrier reefs surrounding large lagoons and
islands. Coral growth and fish action are most
robust on those outer barrier reefs. Marine life
Is especially concentrated within the reef
passages and channels that link the lagoons
with the deep ocean. But the barrier reefs are
remote and vast - a long way from shore
bases - so only the best-equipped live-aboard

diving vessels can access these locations.

Much of the area remains uncharted and the
dive sites untouched. All this makes NAI'A
dive sites in the NAI'A Triangle of Lomaiviti,

Namena and Bligh Water largely exclusive.

You are extremely unlikely to encounter
another dive boat during a NAI'A trip -- it will
feel like your own private pristine Fiji.

Our normal itinerary for both seven and ten-
day charters starts and ends in Lautoka, just
north of Nadi, where the international airport
is located. After an initial "checkout" dive on
the afternoon of boarding, NAI'A heads north
and east around the flank of the main island
of Viti Levu to reach Bligh Water. Several
different divesites in Bligh Water are
available including Vatu-i-ra, E6, Mt. Mutiny,
and Cat's Meow, depending on localized
weather conditions. From there we choose
our sites according to weather, tides, and our
passengers' inclinations. ut generally we visit
the islands and barrier reefs of Namena,
Wakaya, and Gau. On ten-day charters we
have more time available to dive the various
reefs in the Koro Sea, some of them near

Namena and others near nowhere!
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NORTH SAVE-A-TACK PASSAGE

North Save-a-Tack Passage is the dive site
which drew Cousteau to Fiji. This site has it all (when the current is right): concentrated schools of big
fish and phantasmorically beautiful soft coral bommies. With an incoming current (which is not
synonymous with a rising tide), divers drop into the deep blue and swim along a sheer wall which tops
out in about 100 feet. On the plateau above the wall, giant schools of bigeye trevally, scad, and
barracuda are watched over by several gray reef sharks. On the periphery, white-tip sharks lie
napping on the bottom in preparation for their night-time forays.

When your computer finally signals the end of your time on the plateau among the big guys, you let
the current carry you deeper into the channel, where a line of bommies rise nearly to the surface. Two
of the bommies are connected by an arch you could drive the ALVIN through. The sides and tops of
the bommies are alive with color: gorgonia fans, black coral, soft coral, and every reef fish
imaginable. As if this weren't enough, you can allow yourself to drift even further into the channel to
Kansas, a small bommie covered with Sinularia soft coral which looks just like wheat fields swaying in
the wind. This spot deserves at least two days of diving to appreciate fully.

TWO THUMBS UP, TETONS, MUSHROOMS

These three divesites on the south side of the Namena Barrier Reef, directly across the lagoon from
North Save-a-tack Passage, are flushed by clear incoming water when the current is going out at
North Save-a-tack. Spectacular seamounts just on the edge of the drop-off, they collect the pelagics

that patrol the drop-off and they are covered in soft-coral. It is difficult to focus small in such a grand
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arena, but those who do are rewarded with unusual little critters like leaf scorpionfish, hairy

ghost pipefish, and cleaner shrimp keen to jump into your mouth to do a bit of dental
hygiene.

JIM'S ALLEY

Jim's Alley is a soft coral garden in shallow water, home to zillions of reef fish. Jim's is a
prime example of the kind of soft coral diving for which Fiji is famous. Cluttered with
multihued soft coral and nearly every kind of reef fish known, Jim's is a lush garden which
leaves divers in awe. As an added bonus, Jim's is a regular stop for four or five mantas,
who can frequently be found feeding in the adjacent channel during the waning tide. Macro
photographers, too, love Jim's because of the profusion of little creatures living among the
hard corals, soft corals, and fans.

NIGALI PASSAGE

Nigali Passage is a narrow cut in the surrounding barrier reef which concentrates pelagics
from miles around. Nigali is home to female gray reef sharks which number from 8 to 25
depending on the season. The channel also concentrates a huge school of trevally, three
age-segregated schools of barracuda, about a dozen big flowery cod and an annoying
concentration of fish | have dubbed snapass (one reference calls them snapper; one calls
them bass). Because of the unique configuration of the channel, the incoming current does



not coincide with rising tide as one
might expect. With over six years of
experience diving Nigali and using
a computer database to organize
current observations, we have
become experts at diving the
channel during its optimum four
hour window of opportunity.

Nigali Passage well illustrates the
advantage of skiff diving over diving
from the mother ship. NAI'A's skiffs
are able to drop divers well up-
current and pick them up again half
a mile away after they have drifted
through the channel with the
current. This dive would be
impossible if you had to get back to

where you started.

Three magnificent divesites that lie
on the northern barrier reef that
defines Bligh Water's Vatu-i-ra
Channel, these sites feature both
main barrier reefs with good
protection from swell and current
plus small off-lying bommies
smothered in life. The names say it

all:  named Cat's Meow for my wife




Cat Holloway and Humann Nature is named for Paul Humann, the renown fish book author,
who reckoned it was the best divesite he'd ever seen. Much of the gorgeous soft coral
featured in Howard and Michele Hall's IMAX film Coral Reef Adventure was shot at these

two sites.

Mount Mutiny is a seamount similar in many ways to E-6, yet much smaller, located only four
miles away and named in honor of both Captain Bligh, who passed nearby shortly after the
mutiny on the Bounty, and the passengers on a NAI'A charter who threatened mutiny unless
they were allowed to dive the seamount again and again.... Diving is very much like E-6 in
terms of pelagics and other fish life. The highlight of Mount Mutiny is the Rainbow Wall, in-
stalked Chironepthya soft coral in a broad range of colors which blankets the south flank of
Mount Mutiny for a distance of 200 meters in depths between 60 and 120 feet. This is one of

the single prettiest soft coral dives anywhere.

There are seven very distinct dives on the Vatu-i-ra barrier reef, several of which are among
the best coral-reef dives in the world. The barrier reef protrudes north from Viti Levu into the
Vatu-i-ra Channel, narrowing the channel to only 4.5 miles across. This is the same body of
water that supports E-6 and Mt. Mutiny.

The area is regularly flushed by currents, which is why the reefs are so healthy. But our
intimate experience in Vatu-i-ra over many years has taught us how and when to dive there

so that we can benefit from the glorious reefs without having to fight the currents that make

them that way.



A seamount rising sheer-sided from 3,000ft right in the center of the narrowest part of Bligh
Water's Vatu-i-ra channel, where it intercepts the flow of nutrients funneled between the
two large islands of Viti Levu and Vanua Levu. Extraordinary diving! Pelagics are normally
found on the two sides of the pinnacle flushed by currents, while delicate soft corals and
fans decorate the protected lee side where NAI'A moors.

The Cathedral is a large swim-though lined in gorgonia fans and soft coral, with soft-coral
trees growing up from the floor. A narrow opening above allows sun rays to penetrate to
the floor of the Cathedral, illuminating the bright fans and soft coral like so many panes of
stained glass, giving it the feel of its namesake. The floor is home to several different colors
of poison-bristle nudibranch, while adjoining small caves shelter many large lobster. It is
not unusual on night dives to encounter 20 big lobster out patrolling their territory.

Other highlights of night dives at E-6 are giant cuttlefish, arrowhead crabs, tiny soft coral
cowries, colonial anemones on the gorgonia fans, and so many flashlight fish that you can
navigate by their bright green light. Day dives at E-6 feature schooling barracuda, trevally,
and surgeonfish, occasional hammerhead sharks and eagle rays, and a plethora of reef
fish including anthias, fusiliers, and leaf scorpionfish. | discovered both E-6 and Mount
Mutiny from the air, having chartered a private plane to scout potentially good dive areas in

.' I" Trip Includes

- 10 days aboard the liveaboard, including 9

-~

days of diving plus 1 afternoon dive

- Airfare to Nadi from LAX

10.Vanua Levu

11.Taveuni

- All ground transportati  ons from airport the

2.Mamanucas ./b VITI LEVU 8.0yglau I|Vab0ard and baCk.

e 7.Suvae

11.Lau Group

4.Coral Coast 5. Pacific Harbour

- Marine park fees
- Government taxes
- Fuel surcharges

- Complimentary drinks with dinner




BEACH CITIES
SCUBA

Your Exotic Travel Center
Tel: (949) 443 -3858

Fax: (949) 496 -5350
34283 Pacific Coast Hwy
Dana Point, CA 92629

Notes:



